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To Soviets, there’s very little difference
between a Western reporter

By Louie Hatass S
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hat is the difference between a
Western journalist and a spy?
Nothing, if you accept the Soviet
interpretation. All the worid, if you believe
President R , who has tried to assure
Soviet leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev that
Nicholas S. Daniloff, Moscow correspondent
for U.S. News & World Report, is an inno-

centncwmn.mtenfgedm 3
The Daniloff case haa lit up the chasm

that exists between Western and commu-
nist understandings of what news

is about. Reporters from both sides of the
fence have common professional interests
and worries: they want to be free to pursue
their stories: they want their word proces-
sonmwork:theywantme:temtem
mission to go smoothly; and; of course, they
want thelrﬁopectlve editors to print what-

ever they send.
But the they turn out could not
be more different. The reporter working for a

medium in a capitalist country is, or at least
Hantatobe.mpm:;nofoqecuvetmth:me
ewsman engaged by a government or party
organ run on the principles of Marxism-Le-
ninism wants to promote the cause.

Both believe in what they are doing, and
if you are working in close proximity with
colleagues from the other side, as | have for
some three decades within the confines of

slonalnhﬁombyagredngtodmayee.and
letting it go at that.

From the Soviet point of view, one does
not have to be the devil's advocate to argue
that Mr. Daniloff, and all of us working in
Western journalistic vineyards, are spies. In
fact, one could make a case in praise of
Soviet restraint; the arrest of Nick Dantloff
for espionage was the first time an Ameri-
can reporter working for a non-communist
publication ever ran into so much trouble in
the Soviet Union.

to Article 85 of the Soviet crim-
inal code, transfer to . . . a foreign or-
ganization . . . of information constituting a

viet Union.”

1tumﬁm1hawm§mamnﬂwc
energy,” said Mr. Daniloff, -
leo;gunapruooonfmaweek . 1
have written on atomic energy before Cher-
nobyl, and so have you. It's true that I have
written on .Nodwmmhave
as well. Recently our magazine a cover
story on the American Navy. | was asked to
contribute an article on the Soviet navy, sol
did write on some topics.”

But he took great pains to stress that he
had “no official or secret relationship with
any intelligence agency,” that “every-
thmgthatlhavedonelm.s.,s.n.h”\‘

been on my personal initiative or on the

request of my magazine.” Consequently, as
he saw it, he was only “doing journaitstic

acti ly —
umv;zl[gyhloddlg'pgdeepy as | am sure

The reporter's duty, as we see it in the
West, is to go after the facts without fear or
favor, setting aside all biases and political
convictions as far as h possible, to
report all of the facts, hope they will get
printed, and let the chips fall where they
may.

In this endeavor, every one of us, on occa-
sion, enters the shadowy world of intelli-

gathering. Quite often our findings are
E:?gusedbymtemgenceanalysumgw-
ernment departments in their own reports,
but the most important point is that we
work for private commercial enterprises.

Not only do we not work for the govern-
ment, but sometimes what we dig up causes
considerablie embarrassment to it. The best
recent example of this is the sad history of
the Vietnam War and the Watergate affair,
and the role of the American press in them.

Now that most Americans are eager to
shake off the miasma of the recent past,
they often tend to blame the m . the
press, for the ill tidings, and that would ex-
plain the suspicion and dislike | sometimes
find even among my good friends when it
comes to any discussion of my work.

Thus it should not come as a surprise to
us that an early test of American public
opinion in a Harris poll has found that near-
ly half of those asked thought Nick Dantloff
was indeed a spy or at least they were not
sure whether he was not. In any case, more
than half thought the summit meeting
should go ahead even if he were still lan-
guishing in a Moscow jail,

In short, in pursuing our profession we
risk the mistrust of the public we want to
serve, invite the fear of the government of
the dwet cajoled and courted by politicos
;vhﬁng us for their electoral success, and,
ee our power, we are often t,
demanding special treatment m
above our countrvmen.

it

and a spy



" Nothing like this could ever happen to a
whether for
communist journalist, ' vv’ml'k!m '
MEMCI{:nGNI me-
dia. wouid be farther from
mlndmﬂllm:l‘ at cross with
the t: After all, he or she is a

reliable party person, particularly if sta-

tioned abroad, and. in most cases in my
experience, treading the party line not out of
- opportunism but deep conviction.

We in the West often have to work
against our political or predilec-
tions in the pursuit of objective facts. Our
colleagues on the other side are faithfully

following their ideological convictions that
arethesameasthoaeofthesystemthey
work for; If the facts they dig up support the
cause, it is all for the better, and if not, the
factahavetobedhregmﬂedorshapedtoﬂt
the moid.

They never even get close to in
workfortheveryumplemaontlmtmcydo
not have to. In my years at the United Na-
tions, I have often been ed by KGB
men, and | liked to cultivate them out of
pemomlan'lodtyaswellaatheforlomhope
that I might get something useful out of
them. I could afford that because I had no
secret or confldential information to divulge,
and I enjoyed matching wits in the depart-
ment of misinformation.
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As far as | could tell, no communist col-
league of mine would ever think such a
:h:ﬁmfact.lammthatlfoneofmem

ever be approached by someone who

could be a CIA agent, he would disappear
faster from the scene than Charlie Chaplin
at his best ever could.

ldonol:kwishtobemlsunderstood.l
would not e to appear to be claiming
we journalists in the West are virtuous
definition, while our counterparts in the
communist world are knaves doing the dirty
work for their party and system. Far from it,
Weonbothddeud’ﬁlefemmdomgour
respective work to the best of our abilities;
we all believe, or at least should believe, in
what we are The only thing we ask
fmmt.heSovletsldelstompectmn'good
falthanwemrudytompeathdn.

ltdounotfoﬂowﬂmttheremnn%be
Journalistic accommodation between West
mmmmg‘mmmhﬂeﬂg
OWn press people in the United States,
we want our to work in the Soviet
Union. We have put up with all the tenden-
mrq:orungcbnebymanfrmnhm.pte-
-mir-
ror image of American life. The least they
eoulddolnexnhu:xﬂ:toputupwmlmr
“spying” on them there. One is
sure: There must néver be another .
affair if civilized Soviet-American relations
are to be continued at all.

" Mr. Halasz is a veteran United Nations
correspondent.
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